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time while he was on a mission to fetch water. The
hunter pleaded innocence and denied any knowledge
about the death of the woman. The hunter was
subjected to a lot of pressure, he reiterated his earlier
versions only. The king became thoughtful and
considered why the hunter should have killed the
woman at all. He, therefore, asked his ministers to
further examine the question and help him to arrive
at a just decision. The ministers said that divine
guidance should be sought in this case.

The king sent the Brahmin promising to give his
decision later. He then went to Lord Somasundareswara
and prayed for guidance. The Lord's vo^ce was then
heard asking the king and the Brahmin to go to a^
wedding which was to take place that night in one
of the streets in Madurai. The King and the
Brahmin heard the conversation between two
messengers of Yama, the God of death. One of the
messengers expressed his perplexity as to how to
contrive to take the life of the bridgroom as ordered by
their master as the bridgroom was surrouhdeed by a
crowd of persons. The other replied that it should be
easy to make a cow tied near the wedding place to
break away from its tether and horn the bridegroom just
as a Br^hmfn woman was done to death by the fall of
ap old arrow from the tree earlier the day. The king
and the Brahmin waited further to see whether
the bridegroom would meet his death in the
manner stated. The king and the Brahmin were now
cftpvlnced that the hunter was Innoceht The king
rewarded the Brahmin and the' hunter and thanked Lord
Somasundareswara for having guided him In
^ resolving this Intricate case.